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Principles and theories of urban structure and institutions. Concepts and logic of 

planning as a community process and a professional activity. Evolution of planning ideas 

in response to changing social, economic, and environmental conditions. Complementary 

nature of public and private responsibilities. Major procedures used by planners. 

 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

 Provide students with an analytical understanding of contemporary (and past) 

urban contexts, within which human intervention has occurred in the 

management of urban change; 

 

 Teach urban planning as an intellectual endeavor and a professional practice 

based on community obligation, a commitment to collective and diverse 

interests, and recognition of environmental and ecological constraints 

 

 Learn how to evaluate plans and polices in the planning process; 

 

 Learn qualitative and quantitative methods and techniques in urban planning; 

 

 Integrate knowledge on the use of urban methods and technique with practical 

case studies and applications. 

 

 

  Course description: 

 

 

- The Use and value of Urban Planning: Why do we need urban planners? Examples 

of planning successes in European and American cities 

 

- The Tools of Land-Use Planning. Public Capital Investment. Financing Capital 

Expenditures. Land-use Controls. Combining Capital Investment and Land – Use 

Controls. 

 

- The social issues: What are the issues, who does social planning,… 

 

- Urban renewal and community development: the origins of urban renewal; intention 

and reality. Community development. The housing question. 

 



- Transportation. Transportation planning and land use. The Effect of Neighborhood 

Growth on Transportation System 

 

 

- Towards a new planning process: Types of plan, Critique of traditional approaches 

to urban planning, Towards a sustainable healthy city, Local  Agenda 21, Towards  

healthy  cities, A new urban planning paradigm, Working for integration, 

Integrating environmental and urban planning, Reorienting urban planning. 

 

- Social Sustainability: The "soft infrastructure" of a Healthy Community 

 

- Public participation in urban planning and Strategies. 

 

- Integrating the Environment in Urban Planning and management: Urbanization in 

global perspective, Methodologies and initiatives for urban environmental 

management. 

 

- RELEVANT ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES FOR CITIES 
Conceptualizing the urban environment Local environments and climate 
change Global benefits of integrating the environment in urban planning and 
management 
 

- Notes on the Planning Process in Jordan. 

 

- Informal settlements in Amman: polices & strategies 

 

 

 

Evaluation 

 

Midterm Exam:  20% 

Project:    40% 

Final Exam:    40% 
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